Power in the Process: The Why Behind Priority Standards

Accelerated learning is an instructional process designed to accelerate student learning through exposure to current grade- and/or
course-level-appropriate standards while providing the scaffolding needed to address possible learning gaps encountered in the prior grade level
and/or content areas.

A critical first step in providing accelerated learning is to have a clear understanding of what learning gaps may be present. To do this, teachers
must work collaboratively with their colleagues to identify the standards for the grade level and/or content areas that were and were not addressed

in the prior school year. Identifying those standards that are of priority, or ones that have endurance, leverage, and student-learning readiness, will
help to expedite this process.

The identification of priority standards is best accomplished at the local level as the instructional needs of students may differ across the various
types of districts and charter schools across Missouri. In addition, the collaborative identification of priority standards is a process that involves
examination of district-/charter school-level data and the expertise of the local district/charter school educators.

As we consider priority or essential standards, some may wonder about the WHY of developing these standards. What makes this process a
powerful practice?

Let's begin with some fundamental assumptions based on the work presented in Identifying Essential Standards.

e All students learn but in different ways.
All students learn but at varying speeds.
All students develop learning strategies, but some strategies are more effective.
Some students have a home life that encourages academic success.
Students come to school with different skills and knowledge.
Educators start each day with honorable intentions, work tirelessly on behalf of their students and utilize the best strategies they know.
Educators strive to meet the needs of all students in their classes but often lack the time, materials and skills necessary to meet all needs..
S0: Ensuring that ALL students learn requires a systematic process that guarantees every child receives the additional time and support
needed to learn at high levels (Allthingsplc.info, n.d.).

The Identifying Essential Standards presentation cites the work of Marzano, Hattie, DuFour, Lezotte and Ainsworth regarding this critical focus.
Experts believe that by developing priority standards, we are able to ask and respond to the four key questions of a Professional Learning
Community (PLC):

1. What do we expect students to learn?

2. How do we know they are learning it?
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identified priority standards, several resources are provided through the links below. A few districts have provided detailed descriptions of how they
worked to identify priority Missouri Learning Standards (Ava R-|, Lindbergh, Pattonville, Park Hill and Republic). In addition, a repository of
examples of priority standards from various-sized districts and organizations across the state is provided with examples of the priority MLS
standards that they have identified for their districts.
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