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Many educators have heard the term “power standards” or its close relative “prioritized standards.” These terms have been in
use for over a decade as educators come to terms with ever-changing and voluminous standards that they are required to
teach. It is reasonable that we, aneed to determine the most critical standards upon which to focus instruction, and,

likewise, the standards that are of lesser importance.

Larry Ainsworth, a well-known author on this topic, has defined prioritized standards as “a carefully selected subset of the total
list of the grade-specific and course-specific standards within each content area that students must know and be able to do by
the end of each school year in order to be prepared to enter the next grade level or course” in his books and presentations. |
had the great honor of being one of his colleagues as he developed and disseminated his work as an associate at The
Leadership & Learning Center (also known as The Center for Performance Assessment).

It is important to remember that a list of prioritized or “power” standards focuses instruction and assessment but does not)

remove responsibility for teaching the other standards. Elevating some standards to a higher status does not remove other
standards; it instead relegates them to a supporting role.

Larry Ainsworth has often compared/priority standards to f and th@ﬁﬁﬁmm Posts are driven far

into the ground to anchor a fence, just as priority standards anchor curriculum and instruction. The rails, on the other hand,
provide support. They are deployed in order to aid the depth of understanding of and application of the critical (priority)
standards.

Drangelapeery.com drangelapeery@gmail.com @drangelapeery



Generally,@g er sta dsdare selected using specific criteria. Douglas Reeves hai outlined one set of criteria in his article “The

Safety Net Cumculum These are endurance, readiness, and leverage. eans that we consider what lasting
concepts and skills should be included. In other words, what will be important for students to know and be able to do long after
a schoomn the Common Core, the skills related to effective argumentation represent this idea of endurance.

(Readlness}neans that a standard represents skills and/or concepts that will be important in subsequent vears or courses. For
example, learning to solve a one-step equation is an algebra prerequisite for later solving two-step equations and inequalities.
Lastlyﬁ]ﬁrﬂéfé}epresents skills and concepts that apply across disciplines. Being able to cite evidence is one such skill and is
another skill prevalent in the Common Core standards in English language arts, literacy, and mathematics.

Larry Ainsworth has also provided the following three questions you can ask yourself when determining which standards are

most important.

bLs Is it important in school?

e ’/ Is it important in life?

Q‘”g 1/ f’ Is it important for the high-stakes tests?
C D) Given the two standards that follow, which is the priority standard, and which is the supporting? (These standards are
anchor standards from the Common Core Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy.)
R.CCR.3 Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
R.CCR.9 Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to
compare the approaches the authorstake.

/}.

Notice that standard R.CCR.3 requires students to be able to conduct an analysis, of how and why individuals, events, and
ideas unfold and contribute to the whole of an entire text. The verb analysis is considered to be at the fourth level in Bloom’s
Taxonomy: Categories in the Cognitive Process Dimension. Clearly students must be proficient at conducting such an analysis
of a single text prior to being able to compare multiple texts of similar topics and themes as defined in standard R.CCR.9.
Therefore, the second standard is the more cognitively complex, and the first can be viewed as a prerequisite to the second.
While still rigorous, R.CCR.3 is identified as the supporting standard that is clustered or incorporated in the mare cognitively
complex power standard — or, in other words, it is a building block for standard R.CCR.9.
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Once a set of(p_orltlled standard‘fdetermmed ideally collaboratwelv, ther(mstruct E tan be focused. (_'cmg“}hould
ensure that all priority standards are covered well during the school year and assessed multiple times (as authentically as
possible) (Su ppoFf ing sta«ﬁ'?‘i‘)may or may not be assessed multiple times.

A good rule of thumb is that thd priority standardsxmake up about 75% of yqur;h__géugt@“

The Lake Washington School District in Redmond, WA has shared their work here: http://www.lwsd.org/Parents/Teaching-
Curriculum/Pages/Power-Standards.aspx. It serves as an excellent example.
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